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§150.905 Why are safety zones, no an-
choring areas, and areas to be
avoided established?

(a) Safety zones, no anchoring areas
(NAAs) and areas to be avoided
(ATBAs) under this subchapter are es-
tablished to promote safety of life and
property, marine environmental pro-
tection, and navigational safety at
deepwater ports and adjacent waters.

(b) Safety zones are the only feder-
ally regulated navigation areas. They
accomplish these objectives by pre-
venting or controlling specific activi-
ties, limiting access by vessels or per-
sons, and by protecting the living re-
sources of the sea from harmful agents.

(c) The NAAs and ATBAs are estab-
lished via the International Maritime
Organization (IMO). An NAA, specifi-
cally established to protect vessels in
transit and sub-surface deepwater port
components, will be mandatory. An
ATBA will be a recommendatory rout-
ing measure.

(d) The sizes of restricted areas will
be the minimum size needed to ensure
safety, while at the same time consid-
ering potential impacts on other ac-
tivities, including recreational boat-
ing, fishing, and OCS activity.

§150.910 What installations, struc-
tures, or activities are prohibited in
a safety zone?

No installations, structures, or ac-
tivities that are incompatible with or
that present an unacceptable risk to
safety of the deepwater port’s oper-
ations or activity are allowed in the
safety zone of a deepwater port.

§150.915 How are safety zones, no an-
choring areas, and areas to be
avoided established and modified?

(a) Safety zones are developed and
designated during the application proc-
ess for a deepwater port license, and
may be established or modified through
rulemaking. Rulemakings will afford
prior public notice and comment, ex-
cept when there is good cause not to do
so, for example due to an imminent
threat to the safety of life and prop-
erty.

(b) Before a safety zone, no anchoring
area (NAA), or area to be avoided
(ATBA) is established, all factors detri-

§150.920

mental to safety are considered, in-
cluding but not limited to:

(1) The scope and degree of the risk
or hazard involved;

(2) Vessel traffic characteristics and
trends, including traffic volume, the
sizes and types of vessels involved, po-
tential interference with the flow of
commercial traffic, the presence of any
unusual cargoes, and other similar fac-
tors;

(3) Port and waterway configurations
and variations in local conditions of
geography, climate and other similar
factors;

(4) The need for granting exemptions
for the installation and use of equip-
ment or devices for use with vessel
traffic services for certain classes of
small vessels, such as self-propelled
fishing vessels and recreational vessels;

(5) The proximity of fishing grounds,
oil and gas drilling and production op-
erations, or other potential or actual
conflicting activity;

(6) Environmental factors;

(7) Economic impact and effects;

(8) Existing vessel traffic services;
and

(9) Local practices and customs, in-
cluding voluntary arrangements and
agreements within the maritime com-
munity.

(c) The Executive Branch, acting
through the Secretary of State and
Commandant (CG-5) proposes NAAs
and ATBAs for deepwater ports to the
International Maritime Organization
(IMO) for approval. The ATBAs will be
implemented after IMO approval is
granted and announced in an IMO Cir-
cular, and after publication of a notice
in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

§150.920 How can I find notice of new
or proposed safety zones?

In addition to documents published
in the FEDERAL REGISTER under
§150.915, the District Commander may
provide public notice of new or pro-
posed safety zones by Broadcast No-
tices to Mariners, Notices to Mariners,
Local Notices to Mariners, newspapers,
broadcast stations, or other means.
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